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Summer time is here and what a hot one already. We
have already had Vacation Bible School; our JNS Choir
is on tour and will be here to sing for us on July 6; we
have finished four sermons on the Book of Ruth and
will be starting on the Book of Romans on July 13. We
will be getting ready for Music Camp on July 28 and
looking forward to the Luau and Concert on August 2,
starting at 6:00pm. July will be an exciting month.

Concept Drawings are coming in, and we will be sched-
uling a Town Hal Meeting as soon as we have all the
information about our addition. The civil engineers,
architects and construction company are almost ready to
give us plans and prices, and we will pass these on to
everyone when they are completed. Many thanks go to
Barry Barger and his committee as they prepare al of
this material. These plans include a Family Life Center,
Youth Center, classrooms, offices and enlarged bath-
rooms and most important is an enlarged kitchen!

Tuesday worship and supper have stopped until Septem-
ber 9; however we will continue Tuesday Night meet-
ings. Our next Council meeting will be July 29 at 7:00!
As everyone shifts gears for the summer and vacations,
we remind you that your church operates 365 days a
year. When you’'re away, please try to keep up-to-date
with your giving!

Ledlie, Karen, Matt, Matthew and | will al be offering
Bible Studies for the Fall. You will get achanceto sign
up for your favorite study in July and August, and
the studies will begin in September. We will be offer-
ing studies at a variety of times for the convenience of
everyone.

| pray that you will see God in all you do this sum-
mer. When you are away — worship — and bring me a
bulletin, so you can pass on new ideas. When you are in
town, worship with us and enjoy the community of
saints who come to worship here every week!

Note from Pastor M att

In my on-going efforts to help people get to know
God's Word better, this month | offer the following
Biblical selections for your study and meditation (i.e.,
prayer). Remember, these are not Matt’s words. They
areGod's.

Ephesians 2:8-9

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith
— and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God —
not by works, so that no one can boast”

Acts15:11b
“We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus
that we are saved”

Ephesians 2:4-6

“But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich
in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were
dead in transgressions — it is by grace you have been
saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us
with him in the heavenly realmsin Christ Jesus’

Romans 10:9b

“...if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesusis Lord,” and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved.”

Acts 16:31a
“They replied, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will
be saved...”

Romans 3:21-24

“But now a righteousness from God, apart from law,
has been made known, to which the Law and the Proph-
ets testify. This righteousness from God comes through
faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no dif-
ference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, and are justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”

John 3:16-18

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eterna life. For God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through him. Whoever believes in him is not con-
demned, but whoever does not believe stands con-
demned already because he has not believed in the
name of God®one and only Son.”
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It has been ajoy to participate in the sermon series Redeeming Ruth with Pastors Tommy and Matt. During my
sermon on Ruth Chapter 2, | spoke about how it was God who enabled the “as it turned out” and “happened to
be(’s)” that brought Ruth to the position of receiving such great, history-altering, blessings from Boaz. God
brought Ruth and Boaz to the place of opportunity where each were able to prove their God-fearing character by
performing acts of mercy, grace, charity, and hard work.

Thisisthe wonder and beauty of how God moves in human affairs. God positions each of us to do the right thing.
God creates opportunities for faith in action.

My conviction is that although God positions us to receive and be the blessing needed in a particular time and
place, God does not force our hand in doing the faithful thing.

Romans 8:28 says, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who |ove him, who have been
called according to his purpose.” The question remains, not have you been called—take my word for it, God is
calling you to a life of faithfulness. But rather, is your love of God such that you will take your part in God's
plan?

A number of you indicated (with nodding heads during the sermon and with comments since) your affirmation of
God being active in your life to direct you to both receive from and offer grace to others. What a great blessing
and privilege it is to know that God desires for you to be His word of encouragement, helping hand, loving em-
brace, and not-so-gentle nudge needed. Thisis our part in the unfolding of God's plan. It is service on behalf of
God.

| am fully aware that some of my actions are expressions of my will, not God's. But | praise God that, as | seek to
live by faith, He will continue to present opportunities for me to participate in His plan. | further praise God that
He is doing the same for you.

Yoursin Christ,
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July 6
July 13

July 20
July 27
Aug. 3

Aug. 10
Aug. 17
Aug. 31

Sept. 7
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Matt Me senhelter
Joel Coulter

Mike Strube
Shelly Edwards

Jonathan Peters

Bill Clouse

L es Carlson ** Homecoming* *
Judd Wofford

Judd Wofford

“God’ s Gracious Guaranteg’

‘Follow Me: Fruits of the Holy
Spirit on the road |less traveled”

“The Lord s Prayer”
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“Praying According to God' s Will”

“Continuity of the Testaments’
“Discontinuity of the Testaments”
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FALL QUARTER
ENGLISH ASA SECOND LANGUAGE
Monday and Thursdays
7:00-9:00 pm
September 22 — December 4
Teacher Needed for Beginning L evel
Monday evenings

Teacher Aides
Mondays and Thursdays

Contact Karen Carruthers (703-368-5161, ext. 11)
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